
What once was lost has now been 
found.  The endangered eastern spot-
ted skunk (Spilogale putorius), com-
monly known as the civet cat, was 
thought by many to extirpated from 
Iowa.  Recent reports and photos 
from central Iowa however, have 
proven otherwise.   Pretty surprising, 
considering that southern Iowa, 
along the 
Missouri 
border, 
was 
thought to 
be the last 
holdout 
for this 
species, if 
they still 
survived 
at all.  I 
can re-
member a 
few years 
back, 
talking 
with Iowa 
DNR fur-
bearer 
Biologist Ron Andrews (now re-
tired), who said that we hadn’t had a 
credible sighting of a spotted skunk 
in Iowa since 1992.  These muste-
lids, much smaller than the common 
striped skunk (think fox squirrel 
sized) have been listed as endan-
gered in Iowa for years.  Incredibly, 
they were once common throughout 
the state, and found in especially 

high numbers in southern Iowa.   Any 
octogenarian can tell you stories about 
civets around the farm in Iowa.  In the 
1930’s and 40’s they were easily 
trapped by school kids and often seen 
nosing for mice and grasshoppers 
around farm outbuildings, woodpiles, 
and fencerows.  There are even a cou-
ple of spotted skunk study skins trapped 

from Ames, Iowa in the mammal col-
lection at Iowa State; one in 1940 and 
one caught as recently as 1961. 
So, if they were that common, what 
happened?  There are no smoking guns, 
but land use changes after WWII (i.e. 
bigger farms, fewer fencerows, more 
farmyard grass mowing), combined 
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Species Spotlight 
Eastern Spotted 
Skunk 

Eastern spotted skunk  
Photo by Damon Lesmeister  

In Search of Civets 

Eastern spotted skunk (Spilogale putorius) 
Photo from www.factzoo.com  
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Periodic corrections to 
agricultural land values provide 
opportunity for conservation  

Volume (2015), Issue 1 Spring 2015 

Page 2 

 

 

give reason for conservationists to anticipate an im-
pending opportunity to create real and lasting change 
on agricultural landscapes through new directions to 
farm policy.  

     What will be the next innovation in con-
servation? Surely, the eventual product will be shaped 
by the existent political environment, in which tax-
supported legislation is highly scrutinized. The 2014 
Food, Farms, and Jobs Bill may give some hints at 

Private landowners manage over 75% of the land 
in the United States. More than 90% of each state’s 
area in the Midwest and Great Plains is owned pri-
vately (Powell 2012). Thus, the decisions made on 
private lands may serve as major sources of change 
in farmed landscapes and ecosystems.  

Federal conservation programs, such as the Con-
servation Reserve Program (CRP), can substantial-
ly affect landscapes. In 2013, 2% of the surface 
area of Nebraska and 4.5% of Iowa was protected 
through enrollment in CRP (USDA 2014a). How-
ever, natural resource planners who work to con-
serve soil, water, and wildlife on private lands are 
faced with the complex task of finding willing 
landowners to enroll in the portfolio of federal con-
servation programs. A variety of factors motivate 
landowner decisions (Quinn and Burbach 2008), 
but economic considerations are usually a clear 
driver (Cary and Wilkinson 1997).  

High prices paid for commodities have recently 
competed with conservation interests (Powell 
2012). For example, acres enrolled in CRP de-
clined by 18% during 2007 to 2013 in the United 
States. Four midwestern states—Iowa, Illinois, 
Minnesota, and Missouri—saw an average decline 
of acres in CRP of 12%. Four states in the northern 
Great Plains— Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
and North Dakota—had an average decline of 
acres in CRP of 24% during 2007 to 2013 (USDA 
2014b; figure 1).  

Such trends have caused conservation scientists 
to pause and reflect, perhaps fretfully, on the future 
of conservation on private lands (Ciuzio et al. 
2013; Powell 2012). However, conservation has 
been successful in the past, and the economic land-
scape of agriculture is one of constant change. Ra-
ther than retreating from the front lines of conser-
vation in dismay, I suggest that economic cues 
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Before and After…  
Loss of warm-season dominated grasslands enrolled in 
the Conservation Reserve Program on a farm in north-
eastern South Dakota; photos from (a) July 2013 at 
end of previous 10-year contract, and (b) October 
2013 after contract was allowed to expire.  
Photos by Scott Groepper.  



Conservation Opportunity 
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emerging priorities for conservation that could be 
enhanced through innovative steps.  

Corporate Partnerships. Partnerships are em-
phasized in current legislation in the form of the 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program. Part-
ners, which can include universities, nonprofits, 
district and tribal governments, cities and coun-
ties, state governments, and other groups, may ap-
ply for the opportunity to co-invest with the 
NRCS to implement conservation through several 
farm bill programs. 
     Private Investment. Conservation can be sup-
ported in a sustainable fashion by landowners who 
invest in nature-based entrepreneur activities, such 
as private nature reserves, lodges, campgrounds, 
or lakes for fishing. 
     Landowner Collaborations. A recent innova-

tion in conservation is a focus on the benefits of 
leveraging efforts of groups of landowners in criti-
cal landscapes. Such efforts are often labeled as 
“conservancies,” “land trusts,” or “watershed pro-
jects”. 

Environmental Compliance. The 2014 Farm 
Bill links crop insurance subsidy payments to en-
vironmental compliance for farms who receive 
benefits. The current political climate would sug-
gest that scrutiny of taxpayer funds will result in 
continued insistence on multiple benefits for tax-
payer investment in agriculture.  

 
Focus on Environmentally Friendly Produc-

tion. World population growth, and its associated 
food needs, may eventually provide political op-
position to conservation programs, such as CRP, 
that remove land from production.  
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     Water Quantity. Food crops do not grow without 
water, and irrigation has provided the mechanism to 
expand crop production in dry states. However, many 
western rivers are predicted to fail to meet their current 
allocated needs under climate change scenarios 
(Barnett et al. 2004). Water quantity issues may indeed 
be the elephant in the room, with respect to the needs 
for innovation in conservation programs.  
     We know that previous booms in agriculture quick-
ly faded (Henderson et al. 2011). We also know that 
land values in 2013 were at record levels, relative to 
the values of 10 years previous. Additionally, many 
commodity values have dropped significantly in 2014. 
A correction is coming (Henderson et al. 2011). Most 
importantly, history shows that an opportunity may 
soon present itself to allow the creation and implemen-
tation of innovative conservation programs during peri-

od that follows the correction in land values. Conserva-
tion planners should be ready.  
 

Find the full article in the Journal of Soil and Water 
Conservation, March/April 2015 vol. 70 no. 2  

http://www.jswconline.org/
content/70/2/39A.full.pdf+html  

 

     
 

Larkin A. Powell is a professor in the School of Natural 
Resources and director of the Great Plains Cooperative 
Ecosystem Studies Unit at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska.  
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The future of farm policy will depend on the farm economy. Farmers 
and agribusiness have vested interest in new farm policy programs. 
Wildlife and aquatic ecosystems may feature prominently in the pri-
orities of future farm bills.  

http://www.jswconline.org/content/70/2/39A.full.pdf+html
http://www.jswconline.org/content/70/2/39A.full.pdf+html
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Iowa TWS Recognizes Three Wildlife 
Professionals with Conservation Awards in 2015 

Dr. William R. Clark of Iowa 
State University.  Iowa  
Conservation Hall of Fame 
award recipient.  

Mark C. Akelson of Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation.  Iowa  
Conservation Hall of Fame 
award recipient.  

Loren Lown of Polk County 
Conservation Iowa. 
Iowa Conservation Award of 
Merit recipient.  

     At the annual Winter Meeting of Iowa TWS, three wildlife professionals were presented with conserva-
tion awards. Dr. William Clark, Professor Emeritus in the Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Organis-
mal Biology at Iowa State University, was awarded the Iowa Conservation Hall of Fame award for his huge 
impact on wildlife conservation in Iowa through his research, service, and teaching.  Mark C. Ackelson, Pres-
ident Emeritus of the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, was also awarded the Iowa Conservation Hall of 
Fame award for his many efforts to protect tens of thousands of acres of land in Iowa and continuing to chal-
lenge himself to do more for conservation.  In 1966 the first Iowa Conservation Hall of Fame Award winners 
were  named. This award was established to recognize national and local conservationists in all walks of life. 
The individuals named must have had some association with Iowa in their careers, and the award may be giv-
en posthumously. Previous award recipients include John Fletcher Lacey, William Temple Hornaday, Paul L. 
Errington, and Aldo Leopold. 
     The Iowa Conservation Award of Merit is bestowed upon an individual by the Iowa Chapter of The Wild-
life Society for outstanding contributions to the field of wildlife conservation including: education, enforce-
ment, management, and research.  Loren Lown, Natural Areas Administrator for Polk County Conservation, 
was award the Iowa Conservation Award of Merit for his significant contributions to the betterment of wild-
life in central Iowa.  
     We congratulate all three individuals and thank them for what they’ve done to further wildlife conserva-
tion in Iowa! 
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with increasing use of chemical pesticides are the 
likely culprits.  Several years ago while giving a 
wildlife program in a nursing home in southern Io-
wa, I asked some of the residents about their experi-
ences with civet cats.  A gruff one-armed fellow 
named Gary spoke up.  He told of how when he was 
farming as a young man, it was common practice 
when putting up hay in the summer, to mow off the 
fields in a circular pattern, leaving a big patch of tall 
grass in the middle of the field.  He said, “Then we 
go in there and soak it down good with DDT, to kill 
all the bugs that was hidin’ in there.  When we’d 
come out to the field the next morning, there’d be 
dozens of dead civets all laying around the field 
edges and in the woods.  They’d eaten them poi-
soned bugs and ended up dead.”   Anecdotal sure, 
but it sounds plausible.   
The stories are still there, but the actual critter has 

been quite elusive in recent decades.  I’ve followed 

up on spotted skunk reports for years.  I’ve set out 

live traps and camera traps, examined a dozen or so 
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interesting road kills, but so far have turned up on-

ly ghosts.  So imagine my surprise last winter at 

the ITWS annual meeting when over lunch Bruce 

Ehresman (IDNR wildlife diversity biologist) casu-

ally mentions, “Oh yeah, we had a few reports of 

In Search of Civets 
Species Spotlight 
Eastern Spotted 
Skunk 

Eastern spotted skunk  
Photo by Matt Gompper  

A few of the spotted skunks in the Iowa State  
University mammal collection. 
Photo by Pete Eyheralde 
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spotted skunks in Iowa this year. Got some photos 

of some they’ve been seeing at Camp Dodge, north 

of Des Moines.”  A pocket in the sprawl of subur-

bia was the last place I expected to ever hear about 

civet cats, but there they were.  The Iowa National 

Guard base has been fenced off from the outside 

world since 1907.  There’s a fair amount of grass-

land, forest, and woody brush left, with a sprin-

kling of old buildings and limited disturbance by 

humans –apparently a good place for an endan-

gered skunk.  This spring Iowa State University 

researchers Cathy Mabry McMullen and Tyler 

Harms have been running camera traps around 

Camp Dodge, baited with sardines and shellfish 

oil,  in attempt to gather more information about 

this relic population.  Questions of how many ani-

mals remain in the area, habitat use by the skunks 

at the site, or the genetic diversity of this popula-

tion remain unanswered.  As of now, the mysteri-

Pete Eyheralde is a PhD Candidate and Graduate  
Research Assistant in the Department of Natural Resource 
Ecology and Management at Iowa State University.  

ous civets have yet to be recaptured on film.  Time will 

tell whether these little guys have any chance of a 

comeback, or will remain as a footnote in Iowa’s eco-

logical history.  

  

In Search of Civets 

Species Spotlight 
Eastern Spotted 
Skunk 

Tyler Harms placing camera traps at Camp Dodge. 
Photo by Cathy Mabry-McMullen 

Biologist with a sedated spotted skunk to be fitted 
with a radio-tracking collar in the Ouachita Moun-
tains of Arkansas.  
Photo by Damon Lesmeister  
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On 3-4 March 2015, the Iowa Chapter convened 

in Ames for its annual Winter Meeting.  More 

than 100 wildlife professionals from across Iowa 

(and even some from outside Iowa) enjoyed am-

ple networking opportunities, great camaraderie, 

and an informative program with topics such as 

using genetic data to determine distinctiveness of 
the “prairie” gray fox and refuge habitat manage-

ment planning.  We were very lucky to have Dr. 

Susan Skagen, Research Scientist with the U.S. 

Geological Survey Fort Collins Science Center, 
as our keynote speaker.  Dr. Skagen presented a 

very interesting and informative talk entitled, 

“The implications of climate change for migrato-

ry birds in the central and northern Great Plains”, 

which highlighted much of her work evaluating 
the impacts of a changing climate on migratory 

birds.  Many thanks to Dr. Skagen for joining us!  

Again this year, we hosted a student poster ses-

sion and social and were excited to have five stu-
dents (four undergraduates and one graduate) 

from three colleges and universities present on 

their independent research.  During the business 

meeting, Dr. David Andersen of the Minnesota 
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit and 

Council Representative for the North Central 

Section, shared with us information about the 

Section and current happenings at the National 
level.  In addition, Dr. Andersen gave a very in-

teresting presentation during the general program 

about his work with colleagues using geolocators 

to study the migratory connectivity of Golden-
winged Warblers.  We appreciated Dr. Ander-

sen’s willingness to join us, provide information 

about his research and give an interesting presen-

tation! 
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ITWS Winter Meeting Re-Cap 

Iowa DNR Wildlife Research Biologist Dan Kaminski 
gives a talk on black bear habitat suitability modeling.    
Photo by Tyler Harms  

Tyler Harms is an Assistant Scientist II in the Center for 
Survey Statistics and Methodology at Iowa State Uni-
versity and President of the Iowa Chapter of The Wild-
life Society 

Iowa DNR Wildlife Management Biologist Matt Dollison 
gives a talk on using wildlife monitoring data to inform 
management decisions.    
Photo by Tyler Harms  
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     The 2015 TWS Midwest Student Conclave, 
hosted by Bemidji State University and the Uni-
versity of Minnesota-Crookston, was held at the 
Audubon Center of the North Woods, near the 
town of Sandstone, Minnesota. Many schools lo-
cated in the North Central Section of TWS at-
tended the conference, these included the Univer-
sity of Minnesota-Crookston, Bemidji State Uni-
versity, Iowa State University, South Dakota 
State Univer-
sity, North-
ern Michigan 
University, 
Michigan 
Technologi-
cal Universi-
ty, Purdue 
University, 
and the Uni-
versity of 
Wisconsin-
Stevens 
Point. More 
than one 
hundred stu-
dent from 
these student 
chapters 
were in at-
tendance, 
with fourteen 
of them be-
ing from the 
Fisheries and 
Wildlife Biology Club from Iowa State Universi-
ty.  
 
     As chapters arrived, students were greeted by 
the host schools and participated in decorating 
fish lures. The main lodge was impressive and 
everyone was pleasantly surprised by the sleep-

ing arrangements. The first night consisted of a 
welcome ceremony and an address from the key-
note speaker, Tom Landwehr, the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources Commissioner. A 
bonfire and social followed allowing students to 
meet and share stories, others took to the trails to 
explore the grounds and search for wildlife. 
 
     The morning started before the sun had come 

up with a mist-
netting demonstra-
tion. Proper tech-
niques for holding 
and banding birds 
were shown. In the 
field, excitement 
rose as a black-
capped chickadee 
flew into the net 
providing hands on 
experience. After 
breakfast, students 
prepared for a varie-
ty of workshops and 
lectures. There were 
four workshops pro-
vided as well as 
twelve presentations. 
The waterfowl wing 
identification work-
shop taught students 
how to identify wa-
terfowl by their 
wings alone; it was 

focused on mallards, northern shovelers, wood 
ducks, and gadwalls. Others learned the basics of 
radio telemetry and the equipment needed to 
track wildlife. Wildlife depredation and wildlife 
damage management were demonstrated through 
a hands-on approach with the tools of the trade. 
The last workshop dealt 
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2015 TWS Midwest Student Conclave Report 

2015 TWS Midwest Student Conclave participants from Iowa State 
University: 
Front row L-R: Cody Behrens, Lindsey Broadhead, Eva Jones, Audrey 
Bonk, Carter Oliver, Julia Pfeiffer, Kinsey Edmonds 
Middle row L-R: Erica Northwick, Jared Douglas, Cheyenne Wagner, 
Jacob Hurd, Logan Kelly  
Back row: Tyler McLaughlin, Ethan Schreiber 
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with the difference between copper and lead am-
munition and the fragments that are produced. 
Students learned how to make, use, empty, and 
clean bullet traps to show the difference in am-
munition.  
 
     The presentations included talks about natural 
resource management on tribal lands, unmanned 
aerial vehicles used for black bear monitoring, 
elk restoration in eastern Minnesota, furbearer 
management, prairie management, managing for 
oak savanna in a prairie landscape, wildlife pho-
tography, fisheries management in Minnesota, 
human dimensions of wildlife, wetland manage-
ment, prescribed grazing, and prairie dancers. 
Each student attended the programs that interest-
ed them the most.  
 
     Extra time was allotted for students after the 
lectures to relax and recharge or as many of us 
did, explore. The Audubon Center had captive 
birds which included a bald eagle, red-tailed 
hawk, eastern screech owl and more. There was 
something special about watching these birds up 
close, even though they were in a cage. Others 
watched a raven in the sky, listened to the drum-
ming of a grouse, and played with a shrew. On 
our drive north we were lucky to see bald eagles, 
white-tailed deer, and a red fox. Back as a large 
group, students showcased their inner animals 
through a calling contest. Turkey and goose calls 
were popular but there was a random peacock 

that found its way into the mix. Our club was rep-
resented by Logan “the hawk” Kelly.  
 
     Supper was served, then it gave way to a night 
of knowledge on display. The annual quiz bowl 
competition was started by the contest Master of 
Ceremonies, John Loegering, from the University 
of Minnesota-Crookston. Latin names, environ-
mental concepts as well as questions about The 
Wildlife Society dominated. Our club put up a 
strong effort but in the end could not pull off the 
repeat. We were represented by Audrey Bonk, 
Kinsey Edmonds, Erica Northwick, and Logan 
Kelly. Awards for quiz bowl, the poster contest, 
and the photography contest were presented. The 
night concluded with a bonfire and many people 
prepared for their long journeys home. 
 
     Our last morning consisted of a second mist-
netting demonstration. The attendance was a little 
lower as people were recovering from the long 
busy Saturday. After breakfast, the annual meet-
ing took place. The 2016 Midwest Student Con-
clave will be hosted by the University of Wiscon-
sin-Stevens Point.  After the meeting we said our 
goodbyes, and were back on the road, reminisc-
ing about our unforgettable experiences.   
 
     A special thank you goes to the Iowa Chapter 
of The Wildlife Society and the NREM depart-
ment at Iowa State University for their help in 
supporting this amazing educational experience.  
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2015 Midwest Student Conclave Report 

Logan Kelly is a sophomore at Iowa State University, 
majoring in Animal Ecology with a focus in Wildlife. 
 
Carter Oliver, F&WBC President, is a senior at Iowa 
State University, majoring in Animal Ecology and For-
estry with a focus in Interpretation.  
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To the members of the Iowa  
Chapter of TWS: 
I wanted to properly say THANKS 
for being recognized with the Hall 
of Fame award. As you saw at the 
winter meeting, I was over-

whelmed at the time. Afterward I reflected on the 
fact that the recognition meant so much to me be-
cause it was from the organization of professionals 
and friends that you have known for 35 years.  It is 
the ultimate reward.  In my “condition” I wasn’t 
coherent enough to recognize a lot of people, espe-
cially Erv Klaas, who is largely responsible for 
why I ended up at Iowa State. I wanted to say that 
my science has benefited greatly not only by sup-
port, but especially by collaborations with many 
DNR, USGS, and FWS biologists, many of whom 
were present.  And I especially wanted to say to all 
those who studied for a test, earned a degree or 
were mentored along the way:  I’m glad you sur-
vived!  I have so much respect for and confidence 
in all of the professionals in TWS. I always felt 
like it was my job to help you understand our natu-
ral world and to help you find a place so you could 
follow your passion for it. It was my way of 
“paying it forward.”  Now it is your turn.  And re-
member, I remain committed to helping in any 
way that I can.  
 
Thanks again,  
Bill Clark 
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From Dr. Bill Clark... 

Iowa TWS at work... 
Photos by ITWS members 

 
We’re also 

online! 
Check out  

Iowa TWS at 
http://

iowatws.org 



The 13th Annual Project A.W.A.R.E. - July 11– 16, 2015 on the Wapsipinicon River  
Iowa Prairie Conference - July 16-18, 2015.   University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa.  
Iowa TWS Fall Workshop - Sept. 29, 2015.  Burlington, Iowa 
National TWS Conference - Oct. 17-21, 2015. Winnipeg, Manitoba www.twsconference.org 
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Pete Eyheralde 
Newsletter Editor 

(pete@iastate.edu) 
 

2014-2015 Iowa Chapter The 
Wildlife Society Education and 

Information Committee Members 
 

Pete Eyheralde (Chair) 
Vince Evelsizer 
Molly Gillespie 
Shannon Hansel 

Tyler Harms  
Andy Kellner 

AnnMarie Krmpotich 
Jessica Manken  
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Iowa TWS provided information about 
wildlife research and management at the  
2015 DMACC Earth Fair, this spring  in 
Ankeny, Iowa.  Photo by Pete Eyheralde 

UPCOMING EVENTS:      

On March 23, 2015 the Iowa Chapter officially adopted a position statement 
on the impacts of biofuels energy development on Iowa wildlife.  This posi-
tion statement, which is one of the first in the nation on this topic, was com-
posed by members of the Resolutions and Public Statements Committee of 
the Iowa Chapter and aims to bring wildlife and healthy ecosystems into the 
biofuels discussion.   
 
You can find the position statement on our website here:   
http://www.iowatws.org/Library/PositionPapers/
IOWA_TWS_Biofuels_Statement_2015_Final_draft.pdf.   
 
In addition, we are currently working on an educational letter on the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources’ depredation program in response to criti-
cisms about the program from other stakeholder groups and are in the pro-
cess of composing a position statement on the regulation of commercial tur-
tle harvest in Iowa.  
 

Iowa TWS Position Statements 

http://www.iowatws.org/Library/PositionPapers/IOWA_TWS_Biofuels_Statement_2015_Final_draft.pdf
http://www.iowatws.org/Library/PositionPapers/IOWA_TWS_Biofuels_Statement_2015_Final_draft.pdf

