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President’s Corner
By Kelsey Fleming
1
I hope this newsletter finds you all well during these unusual PRESIDENT’S CORNER
times. Although the last few months have been rather difficult
2
in many aspects, it has been encouraging to see an increase in SPRING TURKEY SEASON
the amount of people utilizing the outdoors. This spring, I have 2020
been reminded time and time again of how fortunate we are in STATEWIDE UPDATES
4
Iowa to have a vast amount of public lands to enjoy!
I am very thankful that we were able to hold the Iowa TWS RESEARCH CORNER
5
winter meeting on February 11-12th. We had a great turnout
with over 170 attendees. It is always enjoyable being able to
SPECIES SPOTLIGHT
7
see one another, receive updates from both across the state as
well as our professions, and to learn together! A few of the
BUSINESS MEETING
9
highlights were the 20/20 Vision for Wildlife Conservation in
MINUTES
Iowa presentation, which was presented by past and current Iowa TWS leadership. This
UPCOMING EVENTS
13
presentation highlighted the conservation accomplishments in Iowa over the past 20
years as well as emphasized the top priorities for the next 20 years. The information for
this presentation was compiled from a survey sent out to all Iowa TWS membership
regarding the accomplishments and priorities for wildlife conservation in Iowa. We were honored to have Jamila Blake,
Professional Development Manager with The Wildlife Society, come talk about TWS’ Wildlife Biologist Certification
Program. Additionally, we had numerous wildlife professionals from academia, Iowa DNR, USDA and USGS, and the
private sector give insightful presentations throughout the agenda. Naomi Edelson, Senior Director for Wildlife Partnerships for the National Wildlife Federation, was our keynote and presented on Recovering America’s Wildlife Act. We were
also able to honor Larry Wilson with the Iowa TWS Hall of Fame award as well as Scott Moats with the Iowa TWS Award
of Merit. Thank you to all of you who were able to attend!
The Iowa TWS executive board is moving forward with planning our annual fall field day and will be sending out a savethe-date soon. To give you a sneak peek at what the agenda will look like – we will be having the field tour at the Iowa
DNR Prairie Resource Center to coincide with its 20th anniversary! We are looking forward to hearing about this unique
program that Iowa DNR developed to provide over 65 species of Iowa-origin prairie grasses and wildflowers to public
land managers across the state. Additionally, we are also working on locking in dates and a location for the winter
meeting in February 2021.
The North Central Section of TWS is seeking out topics for web-based workshops or other online activities for members across the NC states including Iowa. If you have any topics you would like to see from this series, please reach out
and let me know. Potential topics could include: management, research, biology, time management, threatened and
endangered species, professional development, and much more.
If you have feedback regarding the 2020 winter meeting, topics you would like to see on the agenda for our upcoming
meetings or webinar series, or anything else relating to Iowa TWS, feel free to reach out by emailing iowatws@gmail.com. I look forward to seeing you all in person in the near future. In the meantime, I hope you all are able
to get outside to enjoy our natural resources!
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Wild turkey harvest hits record during pandemic shut downs
Iowa DNR Press Release
The coronavirus pandemic may have led to a surge
in the number of wild turkey hunters this year and a
record harvest of birds. In the 2020 spring season
hunters reported taking 14,600 birds. According to
Iowa DNR wildlife research biologist Jim Coffey “This
will be our highest number recorded from our
modern records since 2007, when mandatory
reporting came into effect. The total is well about the
previous high for the turkey take of 12,173 back in
2016.” Coffey says one thing stands out as the reason
for the increase. “Most likely, more hunters. We
haven’t got all the data in yet and we will look at
success rates — which typically range around 22 to 25
percent — but we are looking at almost a 25 to 30
percent increase in turkey hunters this spring.” He
estimates DNR state turkey license sales were up by
6,500 licenses from last year by the time the fourth
spring season started. That means close to 55,000
Iowa turkey hunting licenses were issued this spring.
“This will most likely be a record number of licenses
issued in the last 19 years,” said Coffey. “Iowa issued
its most turkey licenses ever in 2004 with 59,427.
When the final numbers are tallied, this will be one of
the top 10 years for turkey hunting participation in
Iowa's history.”
Spring turkey season started as everyone was
forced by the pandemic to stay at home and Coffey
says that’s likely why more turkey licenses were sold.
“That’s kind of the speculation — that you could
social distance yourself outside with nature.” Hunters
bagged a bird in all 99 Iowa counties. Wild turkeys
live primarily in forested habitats, which according to
Coffey “is mostly found in the eastern third and
southern third of our state — that’s where most of
our turkeys are harvested. But we do know that wild
turkeys will live in those north-central, northwest
areas along river corridor systems.” Coffey says

Iowa TWS President, Kelsey Fleming with a successful
2nd season hunt on public land.

turkeys are smart and they make it very hard to have
a successful hunt. He says the way the birds are
hunted also makes it tough. “Males stay in one place
and call the females to come to them. And as hunters,
we act like a female and try to get the male to come
to us. So, we are kind of putting ourselves at a
disadvantage right off the bat in trying to mess with
Mother Nature,” Coffey says. “So that makes success
very difficult. And when we look at 20 to 25 percent
success rates — that’s actually pretty good in most
years for most hunters.”
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Wild turkey harvest hits record during pandemic shut downs
Coffey says the increase in harvest comes as
there’s been a decline in the wild turkey population.
He says recent years of wet weather could be part of
the reason for the population decline. “Timing of
rains can be impactful to wild turkeys and then, of
course, cold conditions as well. That might impact the
production of insects, which are the primary food
resource for the young growing poults.” Coffey
explains “So, weather and habitat are always the
main factors that are considered with any bird
population. But we are always looking at other
factors such as predators or disease that might be
impacting the populations as well.” Coffey says the
decline in the turkey population is something that is
also happening in other states and they are studying
various issues to try and find a pattern to the population losses.
The Iowa DNR, in partnership with Iowa State
University, is conducting a research study this year,
looking for the presence of lymphoproliferative
disease (LPDV), a relatively new disease involving wild
turkeys that has been found in other states and may
be making its way to Iowa. The study is designed to
look for the presence of the disease in Iowa and, if it’s

IDNR Forest Wildlife Biologist Jim Coffey demonstrates
how to take a sample for the wild turkey disease study.

here, where is it and at what extent? During the 2020
spring turkey seasons, successful hunters were asked
to save one lower leg to be submitted for disease
testing.
The Iowa DNR keeps track of turkey numbers every
year with a survey. “It varies across the state, and
turkeys are kind of a fickle species, they are up and
down every year. And that’s why we do our summer
brood counts to get an idea of what to expect next
year.” The cool spring weather this year has raised a
few concerns about how well the turkeys will fair in
raising broods “With any ground-nesting birds,
turkeys, pheasants, quail, or woodcock, cold, wet
springs are a big nemesis,” Coffey says.
The public is asked to help the DNR again this year
with collecting population information during its
annual turkey brood count in July and August.
Observers are asked to provide the date and county
in which the turkeys were seen, if they were adult
females or adult males and number of poults present.
A link to an online survey can be found at http://
www.iowadnr.gov/Hunting/Turkey-Hunting
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Statewide Updates
Despite economic uncertainties and pandemic
preparations, wildlife work continues across Iowa.
Habitat management efforts are well underway and
many Iowan’s are finding our parks and wildlife areas
a safe place to recreate away from crowds.

Southeast Iowa: Jeff Glaw
Wildlife management work continues as normal at
the Sugema Unit. We were able to complete most of
our burns this spring. Even had one burn done two
days after having snow on the ground. The team has
been busy planting sunflowers, fertilizing, and tilling
food plots. The shooting range at the Hull WMA in
Mahaska County has been very busy - especially after
the stimulus checks went out. Lake Sugema has seen
heavy usage by folks of all ages. We have seen more
families out fishing on the lake than usual. It has been
great seeing folks out using and enjoying our wildlife
areas.

South Central Iowa: Todd Gosselink
Things have proceeded as normal this spring. We’re
currently focusing on getting food plots in.

Upland Sandpiper at Kellerton WMA.
Photo: Pete Eyheralde

Southwest Iowa: Chad Paup

Anthills after a prairie burn at Kellerton WMA.
Photo: Pete Eyheralde

The Grand River Unit went about things this year
pretty much as any other spring. Even though we had
some rain and 8.5 inches of snow in the middle of
burn season, we got a lot of burning done and ended
up completing controlled burns on 36 units. Sunflower food plots are in and native grasses and wildflowers are seeded as well.
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Duck banding efforts critical for
monitoring trends in Greater and
Lesser Scaup populations
Accurate estimates of wildlife abundance are of
importance to both managers and hunters. Concerns
over potential bias in breeding population counts of
duck species initiated this effort to track the spring
migration of lesser scaup with satellite transmitters.
The traditional Waterfowl Breeding Population and
Habitat Survey (WBPHS) conducted each spring does
not differentiate between greater (Aythya marila) and
lesser scaup (Aythya affinis), but lesser scaup were
monitored for this study because 89% of scaup
counted in surveys were estimated to be lesser scaup.
It is also believed that declines in the scaup population estimate was due to decreased abundance of
lesser scaup.
For this study 78 female lesser scaup were captured using swim‐in and dive‐in traps baited with
corn, wheat, and barley on Lake Erie at Long Point,
Ontario, Presque Isle Bay, Pennsylvania, and Pool 19
of the Mississippi River in Iowa and Illinois. The birds

Lesser Scaup fitted with transmitter.
Photo: Illinois DNR

Research
Corner

were implanted with
subcutaneous transmitters and tracked
during a 6-year study.
In a 2018 publication
of the Journal of
Wildlife Management
(Evaluating the waterfowl breeding population and habitat survey
for scaup, Schummer
et. al) researchers from
Louisiana State University, SUNY Syracuse,
the University of Illinois, the Canadian Wildlife
Service, the USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center,
and Delta Waterfowl reported that WBPHS estimates
were found to be inaccurate. Of the marked ducks in
this study across years, only 30% had settled for the
breeding period when those areas were surveyed by
the WBPHS. 32% of the marked scaup settled outside
of the traditional survey area. During the years of this
research the probability of a marked scaup being in
the areas at the time of survey varied, but the
recorded locations of marked birds indicated that
nearly 50% of scaup breeding in the eastern survey
area may be unaccounted for during the survey.
The researchers suggested that population
estimates of scaup taken from banding data would
provide a less biased method of monitoring yearly
population trends and recommend that WBPHS
breeding population estimates alone not be used to
inform population assessments or harvest management for scaup.
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Forest and grassland cover key to
bobcat dispersal in the Midwest
Unregulated hunting and habitat destruction in the
19th and 20th centuries led to bobcats (Lynx rufus)
being listed as endangered across several Midwestern
states by the 1970’s. Since the 1990s, bobcats have
been recolonizing parts of the region on their own,
but limited forest and grass cover in this agriculturally
dominated landscape may restrict their dispersal. A
study of bobcats across south-central Iowa in was
used to describe dispersal characteristics of juvenile
(<2 yr) bobcats, comparing age, distance, direction,
and fate for males and females, and identifying
landscape cover that may help or hinder the expansion of bobcats in the Midwest. 76 juvenile bobcats
(40 males, 36 females) were radio‐collared and
tracked from 2003-09. 15 of the marked bobcats lost
collar signals or died before reaching 2 years of age
and were exclude from the data analysis.
Reporting in a 2019 publication of the Journal of
Wildlife Management (Disperal of juvenile bobcats in
a recolonizing population, Hughes et. al.) researchers
from Luther College, Iowa State University, and the
Iowa DNR found that 65% juvenile male bobcats
dispersed, while only 26% of females dispersed. On
average, males dispersed 44 km farther than females.
Male juvenile bobcats initiated dispersal in September through June and females in January through
May, but no bobcats left their natal areas in July or
August. The length of time before settling in a new
home ranged varied from 4–240 days. The average
age of bobcats at dispersal was 16.9 ± 1.1 months.
Dispersal was most commonly in an east‐west
direction and straight‐line distances ranged from 6.6203.2 km. Dispersing juvenile bobcats settled in areas
with similar habitat cover to their natal range, roughly
70% forest and grassland with 30% crop cover.
Juvenile bobcats found slightly less suitable cover in

Research
Corner

their new home ranges (forest cover decreased 4.9%,
grassland decreased 0.04%, and percentage of
cultivated crop increased 5.4%) but these changes of
habitat composition were not significant.
The researchers suggest that areas of intensive
agriculture, and to some degree major rivers and
dense urban areas, likely function as dispersal
barriers, although roads do not appear to restrict
movement. The smaller percentage of forest and
grassland cover in areas of northern Iowa dominated
by row crop agriculture may ultimately limit the
ability of juvenile bobcats to successfully disperse and
recolonize parts of the species former range. However, landscape cover between Iowa's bobcats and
populations in Missouri and Nebraska allows for a
high degree
of genetic
connectivity.
Therefor
hunting and
trapping
regulations in
Iowa may
affect
population
dynamics in
neighboring
states and
management
of bobcats
may be more
effective at
the regional
Dawn Reding working with sedated bobscale.
cat, captured in Monroe County.
Photo: Jim Hoffmann
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Species Spotlight:
Sandhill Crane
I was out in my garden this April, getting seeds in the
ground on a warm sunny morning. A few turkeys
were gobbling back and forth from the wooded hills
around me, robins were making their usual raucous
on the lawn, meadowlarks were calling from the back
pasture, Canada geese were honking now and then
from the neighbor’s pond, when all of a sudden I
heard a loud rattling call that stopped me in my
tracks. My ears knew what I was hearing, but my
brain didn’t quite believe it. Scanning skywards I
searched until I found the source of that unique

sound – a lone sandhill crane flying southeast over my

Sandhill Crane Photo: WDFW

farm in Lucas County. Now if you’re from the Platte

their extinction. Early settlers to Iowa once noted

River in Nebraska, or if you live around the marshes

flocks of cranes in the hundreds and thousands

of northern and eastern Iowa, maybe that’s not such

from Winnebago and Hancock counties in northern

a big deal, but in south central Iowa sandhills are

Iowa. But, like many of our large vertebrates, the

something to write home about. In fact, some

sandhill crane succumbed to unregulated hunting

distribution maps don’t even show southern Iowa as

pressures and loss of habitat in the late 19 th and

part of the migration route for these birds.

early 20th centuries. One of the state’s last known
crane nests was found in May of 1894 in a marsh near

Aldo Leopold wrote about sandhill cranes in his essay Eagle Lake in Hancock County. This nesting attempt
was unsuccessful however, because egg collectors
Marshland Elegy – “When we hear his call we hear
no mere bird. We hear the trumpet in the orchestra looted the nest! Breeding populations in Iowa
disappeared by 1905. By the 1930’s in northern
of evolution. He is the symbol of our untamable
past, of that incredible sweep of millennia which

holdouts like Wisconsin, there were only a few

underlies and conditions the daily affairs of birds

dozen of the birds at most and Leopold wrote of

and men.” In Leopold’s lifetime he noted the

the day soon to come when “…the last crane will

declining populations of these birds and feared

trumpet his farewell and spiral skyward…”
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Sandhill Crane
you took – remember J curves?) until about the
early 2000’s when numbers really began to increase and those population graphs took a sharp
turn upward. The cranes will likely keep increasing
as long as habitat is available. In 1992, two successful crane nests were discovered at Tama County’s
Otter Creek Marsh. In 2010 a lone hatchling crane
was seen in a nest located in Cerro Gordo County’s
Ventura Marsh and sandhill cranes have now been
recorded nesting in 35 counties in Iowa.
Sandhill Crane nest
Photo: USF&WS

Some states in the central flyway now have limited

Today however, that’s not the story. The cranes

hunting seasons for sandhill cranes. Much like field

have made a remarkable comeback thanks in part

hunting for geese, they can be lured in to a decoy

to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 and can

spread in picked cornfields. “Ribeye in the sky” is

even be found gathering by the thousands each fall what they’re known as in some circles and reporton the sandbars of the Wisconsin River, just behind edly grill up just like beef.
Leopold’s shack, as they migrate south for the
winter. It’s taken awhile for the crane population

If you’re looking to go sandhill crane watching in Iowa

to get there. Sandhills have a slow reproduction

this season, you can still find them in Otter Creek

rate. On average, they don’t produce their first

Marsh and Ventura Marsh. Other good places to look

clutch of eggs until age four and each adult pair

are Sweet Marsh in Bremer County, Chichaqua

only raises one or two young (colts, if we’re being

Bottoms Greenbelt in Polk County and Cone Marsh in

specific) each year – if they’re lucky – many young

Louisa County. If you listen close you might even find

of the year never make it to fledging. So the

them in Lucas County!

sandhill population has been trudging slowly
upward for decades, in typical exponential growth

Pete Eyheralde is an Associate Professor of Biology

fashion (think back to that population ecology class

at William Penn University.
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Minutes of the Iowa TWS Business Meeting
February 12, 2020
Iowa TWS Business Meeting
February 11,2020
Quality Inn and Suites Ames, Iowa
Meeting Attendance - 100
Start Time - 3:35 pm
End Time – 4:25 pm
Call to Order - 3:35 pm – Kelsey Flemming, President
Welcome (Kelsey Flemming)
Minutes (Nathan Schmitz) Nathan read the fall business
meeting minutes. There was no discussion.
Motion to approve minute’s by Am Crouch\ 2nd by Todd
Bogenshutz
Treasurer’s Report (Nathan Schmitz) Nathan read the
Treasurer’s Report from February 2019 thru February
2020. There was no discussion. The balance forward from
the last treasurer’s report was $6,116.60. Total Income
was $18,882.87 and total expenses were $10,793.60 for a
gain of $8,089.27 This brings the current balance to
$14,205.87.
Motion to approve treasures report by Shannon Hansel/
2nd by Stephanie Shepard
Committee Reports
Audit Committee (Travis Russel) – Not Present- Nathan
Schmitz stated that they were still working to get together
to complete the audit.
Awards Committee (Stephanie Shepherd)- Stephanie
thanked everyone for the nomination and announced that
3 people would be receiving awards. Larry Wilson and Al
Ferriss for Hall of Fame and Scott Moats for Merit.
Conservation Review (Katy Reeder) – If anyone is interested in joining the Conservation Action Network they can
email her and get added to the mailer list katyreeder@gmail.com. Also made a call for additional members to
the committee.
Education and Information (Pete Eyheralde) – Asked for
people to send in ideas for the newsletter. Asked for
additional members. Any ideas should be sent to Pete E
(eyheraldep@wmpenn.edu) ASAP and he will work with
you on the idea.

Membership (Matt Dollison) – Matt spoke with Tom Hazelton about adding TWS meetings information to their
newsletter. Matt is also looking into getting access to the
Iowa DNR Master list so that all wildlife staff will be
emailed.
Resolutions and Public Statements (Brian Sauer) – Not
Present
Nominations and Elections (Pete Hildreth)-Former President – Pete thanked those that ran for the member at
large position and those that ran for the president position. Matt Dollison (19 votes) beat Paul Skrade (18 Votes)
to win the president position. Ryan Kurtz (22 Votes) beat
Matt Shanklin (15 votes) to win the member at large position.
Iowa State University Student Chapter – Collin Stratton
gave an update on what the chapter has been up to. The
chapter has gone herping and owling. They have had
presentations from Professors, INHF and Story County.
Old Business
Wild Apricot – Tyler Harms spoke about the issues that
the chapter has had with keeping track of membership
over
the years. At the fall meeting, the chapter voted to use
Wild Apricot, a membership organizational software program, to address these issues. The executive committee
was approved for $700 and the total cost of Wild Apricot
came in at $540. Tyler is working to get the online software set up. He spoke about how the software will improve our abilities and some of the additional capabilities
that we may want to use. These additional capabilities
include website hosting, meeting hosting and financial
processing. Tyler mentioned that currently the chapter is
paying a fee per transaction with Paypal which is 2.5%.
Wild Apricot does not charge this fee. Additionally, Paypal
holds the money and the treasurer has to transfer the
funds, while Wild Apricot deposits directly into the chapter account. This difference in fees for the winter meeting
equated to $118.49.
The website was brought up during these discussions. In
weeks leading up to the Winter Meeting, Ann Johnson
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(website designer for the chapter) had written to the executive committee that the website is outdated and
working on multiple technologies that don’t necessarily
work together. She recommended that that chapter put
together a committee to work with her and design an updated website. She would charge $750 for the 40 hrs of
work that she estimated that it would take to redo the
website. Stephanie Shepard made motion to create a
committee to review the options for the website and
make a recommendation to the executive committee. Bill
Clark seconded the motion and the motion passed with All
Aye and No Nays. Nathan Schmitz asked for volunteers for
the committee and Todd Bogenshutz, Tyler Harms, Stephanie Shepard, Dan Kaminski, and Nathan Schmitz.
Operational Manual – The executive committee is still
working to complete the manual. Bill Clark mentioned that
he may be able to offer an insight into how the chapter
was run years ago and that the committee should feel free
to reach out for more information.
Legislative Update Process- One part of the manual that
has been completed is how the chapter will handle
Legislative Issues. The chapter will send out a list of bills
the week of the funnels. Members can use this information as they see fit. If a member feels strongly about a
bill and would like the chapter to send a letter or support
a bill, they should write the chapter at IowaTWS@gmail.com. Their suggestion will be sent to the
Conservation Review Committee, who will review
the legislation and make a recommendation to the executive committee. The executive committee will review this
recommendation and make a decision on how to move
forward.
New Business
Website Update- Addresses in Old Business Wild Apricot.
ICA Sponsorship Renewal – Todd gave a brief update – The
ICA now has a new lobbyist, Jim Obradovich. No major
updates and ICA is looking for similar funding as last year.
Kelsey read the amounts that the chapter as contributed
over the years: 2015 -$2,000, 2016-2019 - $2,500. Matt
Dollison made a motion to contribute $2,500 and it was
seconded by Clint Maddix. Kelsey held a vote: All Ayes /
No Nays. Nathan will send a check.

North American Prairie Conference Sponsorship- Minimum
amount for sponsor ship is $500. Kelsey read what the chapter received for this sponsorship: Logo name in conference
materials, publications and website, Premier Exhibitor Booth,
and one Conference Registration. Laura Leben mentioned
that this meeting only comes to Iowa about every ten years.
She also mentioned that having a booth may be good to get
our name out and maybe get new members. Jon Judson discussed that there would be tours through out Iowa and the
TWS members should look into participating either as a volunteer or taking the tour. He also pointed out that the more
sponsors they get, the cheaper the registration will be students and participants. Stephanie Shepard made a motion to
sponsor at the $500 lever. Bill Clark then motioned to sponsor at $1000. Bill pointed out that this meeting is important
and only comes to Iowa every ten years. Clint Maddix asked
Nathan Schmitz if the chapter could afford it, Nathan said it
should not be a problem. Matt Dollison Seconded Bill’s motion for $1000 sponsorship. Kelsey called a vote: All Ayes/ No
Nays. Nathan will send the conference a check. Executive
committee will work to get a booth together.
REAP Update – Karen Kinkead – The Reap Alliance has not
had a meeting yet because they are waiting to see what the
Invest Iowa Act (IWILL) will look like. Invest Iowa Act language will change but currently it calls for Reap (which is set
to expire this year) to be extended for 30 years and 10% of
the IWill money will be allocated to REAP. The REAP Alliance
has not asked for fund so Karen recommended that we vote
to contribute $150 and only pay if the money is requested.
Bill Clark made a motion to pay $150 if it is requested from
the REAP Alliance. Jim Pease seconded the motion. Kelsey
called a vote: All Ayes/ No Nays. Nathan will send a check to
the REAP Alliance if it is requested.
Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference – Karen Kinkead- Karen said that the Conference now hires a consultant
company to put together the meeting but they still need volunteers to work with the consultants to get the meeting put
together. It was asked who covers the cost and Karen stated
that MAFWA Directors cover a lot of the cost but that the
state has moneys from past meeting that are invested that
may be used. Karen also mentioned that American Fisheries
Society is also getting volunteers together. She asked that
anyone interested in volunteer sign up on a sheet that was
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located that the check in desk. The available committees
are listed below and if you are interested in helping out
you can email Karen at karen.kinkead@dnr.iowa.gov.
February 13-16, 2022 Des Moines, Iowa
In 2020, we need to develop a theme, the theme will then
help us develop a logo and banner.
Committees (could change yet):
Plenary
Wildlife Program
Fisheries Program
Pre-conference workshops
Poster session
Tradeshow/Vendors
Sponsors/Donations/Partnerships
Social Media/Marketing/Publicity
Socials & Networking Events
Hospitality Room
Student Café/Breakfast/Events/Raffle
Budget
Information Technology
Volunteer Assignments

Announcements
Iowa Society of American Foresters Spring Meeting - Grimes
Farm & Conservation Center in Marshalltown on April 7,
2020
North American Prairie Conference - Prairie Meadows Conference Center in Altoona, Iowa on July 20-22, 2020.
Midwest Fish and Wildlife Meeting Feb 13-16 2022 to be held
in DSM
Adjourn
Move to adjourn- A motion was made by Tyler Harms, 2nd by
Ryan Kurtz
Meeting adjourned at 4:25 P.M.
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Highlights from the Iowa TWS Winter Meeting
February 11-12, 2020

General session at the 2020 Iowa TWS winter meeting, Ames Iowa
Larry J. Wilson received
the Iowa TWS Hall of
Fame award for his
strong, professional
leadership of the Iowa
DNR which led to a
golden period of wildlife research and management in Iowa.

Naomi Edelson, National Wildlife Federation, gave the
keynote presentation about Recovering America’s Wildlife in Iowa and in the nation.

Scott Moats received
the Iowa TWS Award
of Merit for his contributions over the last 25
years to habitat management and stewardship in Iowa and beyond.
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Upcoming Events
•

18th Annual Project A.W.A.R.E.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Iowa Project AWARE
has made the difficult yet necessary decision to
cancel the 2020 cleanup event. Join us on the Middle
and South Raccoon rivers on July 11-16, 2021!
www.iowaprojectaware.org

•

Grassland Restoration Network Workshop
Due to the covid crisis this workshop will be held in
August 2021 at The Barrington area, near Chicago.
https://grasslandrestorationnetwork.org

•

Iowa TWS Fall Workshop
October TBD 2020
IDNR Prairie Resource Center
• National TWS Conference
Sept 27-Oct 1, 2020. Louisville KY
We are closely monitoring the situation regarding
COVID-19 and its potential impacts on our
conference. We are preparing for all possible
scenarios, but at this time we plan to proceed
with the conference as scheduled.
www.twsconference.org

2020 Iowa Chapter The Wildlife
Society Committee Chairs
Audit: Travis Russell
Awards: Stephanie Shepard
Conservation Review: Katy Reeder
Education and Information: Pete Eyheralde
Membership: Matt Dollison
Resolutions and Public Statements: Brain Sauer
Nominations and Elections: Pete Hildreth

Spring 2020

Iowa DNR COVID-19
Response
Please refer to the resources below for information about how
COVID-19 may impact DNR services, facilities and events. Thanks
for your patience and flexibility as we work together.
Iowa State Parks, Forests and Preserves
Currently Iowa state parks, forests and preserves are open.
Please visit the state park alerts and closure page for information about visiting state parks at this time, and for any
temporary seasonal or construction-related closures that may
impact your visit.
Wildlife Management Areas
Currently public wildlife management areas are open for
hunting and public use. Please be aware of health precautions
and the need for physical distancing when visiting a wildlife
management area. Please refer to the wildlife management area
web page for additional rules along with maps and information
to help you plan your visit.
Iowa Fishing and Hunting Regulations
No changes are planned to Iowa's fishing and hunting regulations due to COVID-19. There will not be changes to Iowa
seasons, regulations or license prices, which are all set to ensure
the long-term sustainability of wildlife populations and the
safety of Iowans. For more information, visit the DNR's fishing
regulation page or the DNR's hunting regulation page.

Pete Eyheralde
Newsletter Editor
(eyheraldep@wmpenn.edu)
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