
 The Odessa Wildlife Com-
plex in southeast Iowa is one of the 
premier waterfowl migration areas 
in the state. The Complex sits on the 
Mississippi River and consists of Port 
Louisa National Wildlife Refuge ad-
jacent to the Odessa Wildlife Man-
agement Area. The lands are owned 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) and managed for wildlife 
through a cooperative agreement. 
The complex is one of the key water-
fowl stopping points on this stretch of 
the river due to the ability to man-
age water levels to promote aquatic 
vegetation. However, several flood 
events over the years caused levee 
breaks that impacted management 
capability. Thanks to the USACE Up-
per Mississippi River Restoration Envi-
ronmental Management Program 
(EMP), projects were completed in 
2012 to improve water level man-
agement capabilities and reduce 
flood impacts on migratory bird hab-
itat. The project also improved forest 
resources and fisheries habitat. Sub-
sequent to completion of the project, 
the USACE and partners had an in-
terest in monitoring its success. Since 
pre-project data was not collected, 
we took the approach of gathering 
baseline data and developing a 
monitoring program that could be 
used into the future to determine 
whether the overall objectives of wa-
ter level management are met. Since 
the objectives for inventory and mon-

itoring were fairly straightforward, we 
decided not to reinvent the wheel and 
used existing protocols. The primary tool 
used was the Iowa DNR’s Multiple Spe-
cies Inventory and Monitoring (MSIM) 
program.  
 The MSIM Program is a stand-
ardized statewide survey of Iowa’s 
wildlife with a goal of providing a basic 
inventory of wildlife species in Iowa. In 
2012, a subset of the MSIM protocols 
was implemented on the Odessa com-
plex to gather an inventory of flora and 
fauna and to assess the animal and 
plant responses to water-level manage-
ment. Interestingly, the project spanned 
the 2012 drought year and the 2013 
flood year giving a great comparison 
of wildlife use and management capa-
bilities. 
 Bird point counts, reptile and 
amphibian surveys, and vegetation sur-
veys all followed the MSIM protocols. In 
addition to the bird point counts, water-
bird surveys were done in conjunction 
with the Iowa DNR’s fall weekly water-
fowl survey and the USGS Integrated 
Waterbird Management and Monitor-
ing program used by the refuge. Rep-
tiles and amphibians were included in 
the inventory since the complex is within 
the Southeast Iowa Amphibian and Rep-
tile Conservation Area and contains two 
state listed snake species. In addition to 
MSIM protocols, vegetation-transect sur-
veys were completed on the Odessa 
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and the teacher. There is definitely an art in that, as we 
share the science behind what we do: reunite the baby 
squirrel or owl or rabbit or raccoon or fawn with mom; 
foster waterfowl or raptors to known wild parents; rear 
and release the clutch of chimney swifts; rehabilitate a 
sick hawk and release near good habitat; or euthanize 
the bat with a severely torn wing membrane. If any of 
you think that wildlife rehabilitation is for tender-hearted 
bunny huggers, think again. I tell students that we deal 
with death as much as we deal with life, and most of 
these cases are human caused. Cat-caught, hit-by-car, 
powerline collision, dog-caught, poisoned, shot, nest tree 
cut down, den site bulldozed, oil spill (trust me – Iowa 
will have one as big as the 2010 Kalamazoo River spill), 
and on and on. So why do we do this? Because it’s the 
right thing to do. What’s wrong with being compassion-
ate, especially if it helps species, either by releasing a 
viable individual back into a population or by re-
connecting a human with the Earth? Not one damned 
thing. 
 Five years ago the Iowa Wildlife Center (IWC) 
was born. IWC is a 501c3 nonprofit organization with a 
mission and active philosophy of providing professional 
medical treatment and rehabilitation to native wildlife in 
central Iowa; teaching about wildlife, habitat steward-
ship and current environmental issues; and providing 
wildlife assistance skills training. We are currently build-
ing a wildlife clinic and education center on 75-acres of 
land we call WildWay, which is located in Boone County 
near the Ledges State Park and the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources Boone Research Station.  
 IWC began construction on our first building in 
late summer of 2011. The ultimate objective of this steel-
arch building will be for maintenance and storage pur-
poses, but in the more immediate future, while the Center 
is being built, it will also be used for training and educa-
tional programs and IWC’s Baby Birds and Bats Rehabil-
itation Program. 
 Beyond the tangible progress being made, and 

 For the three decades that I’ve been in-
volved with conservation education and wildlife 
rehabilitation, there have been gaping holes in the 
response network throughout much of Iowa when it 
comes to wild animals in need of help (even if that 
help means LEAVE THEM ALONE). I suspect that 
most of you reading this article have taken a call or 
ten from some Iowan desperate for help for that 
sick eagle, hit-by-car turtle or orphaned coyote (or 
raccoon or rabbit or squirrel or fawn). There are 
only 70 licensed wildlife rehabilitators in Iowa, and 
few of those hold federal permits that would allow 
them to work with federally protected migratory 
birds – this is down from about 90 licensed state 
rehabilitators of 10-20 years ago. The turnover is 
high due to several factors:  burnout from taking on 
too many animals; the toll it takes on personal fi-
nances because only a few have the skills required 
to successfully seek funding; and retirement, or sec-
ond retirement – many who get into this do so as a 
second career or retirement “hobby”.  
 A hobby it isn’t. I’ve been privileged to 
have been part of a group of committed individu-
als, some of whom are members of Iowa Chapter 
of The Wildlife Society, who have worked hard to 
professionalize wildlife rehabilitation in this state, 
and I’ve served on the board of the National Wild-
life Rehabilitators Association, still working behind 
the scenes to help at the national level. Continuing 
education is a necessity, as new techniques and di-
ets and requirements for captive care of wildlife 
are being discovered all the time. This profession is 
part science (having a working knowledge of tech-
nical medical skills, ecology and natural history, 
physiology, diets, caging and release site criteria – 
each for a wide variety of species) and part art. 
The art is in the conversation you have with the per-
son who calls you about or brings you a frightened, 
stressed wild animal. When presented with any op-
portunity to help people keep their connection with 
the Earth and with the wild creatures that share it 
with us, it’s our obligation to become the listener 
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equally as important, is the educational work IWC is 
already doing within the community. One example 
is a wonderful relationship with the Boone Middle 
School Explore the Outdoors Club. The children 
come out in the spring and again in the fall to do 
some service work for us, in exchange for some con-
servation education. They’ve built four Leopold 
benches and learned about Leopold. They’ve built a 
dozen bluebird boxes and learned about cavity 
nesting birds. They’ve helped tidy up in and around 
the building and learned about stewarding the land. 
 We also give programs to agencies, such as 
the County Conservation Boards, and organizations, 
like the Science Center of Iowa or Des Moines Park 
and Recreation, as often as possible. We try to 
keep up with our website and our FaceBook page, 
where people can get a daily or weekly dose of 
IWC posts, and our first newsletter will go out this 
spring! Finally, with event co- founding partner or-
ganizations and agencies, the IWC will host the 4th 
Annual High Trestle Hawk Watch on the High Trestle 
Trail, which will take place in late September or 
early October. Watch http://
www.iowawildlifecenter.org/ for this and other up-
coming events.  
 In the meantime, the stream of requests for 
assistance and referrals from people responding to 
those wild calls for help continue to rise. Currently, 
I’m a staff of one, with a cadre of amazing volun-
teers. This past year we worked with birds, mam-
mals and reptiles, rescuing owl, swan, quail, rearing 
bat and coyote, reuniting baby raccoon and song-
bird, and rehabilitating snake and turtle and more. 
We networked many animals of numerous species to 
other rehabilitators. We brought back some great 
plans for songbird and raptor pre-release condi-
tioning cages from the national symposium and we 
will build at least the affordable songbird cages 
this summer, while finishing our first building. Then, 
we’ll buy or build a walk-in cooler to hibernate bats 
and reptiles in our new building. It’s all good. We 
are patient. Page 3 

Wildlife Sightings Newsletter of the Iowa Chapter of The Wildlife Society 

 WildWay is such a special place. The three Bio-
Blitzes we held in 2012 confirmed it. Special lifeforms, 
special landscape, special spirit. This year, we hope to 
find a farmer willing to crop the grassland for a few 
years so we can begin restoration of the wetlands and 
prairie. The savanna got a huge boost this past summer 
when Conservation Corps Iowa chose IWC as the recipi-
ent of a few days of time from their 12 person crew (it 
was remarkable!). And, because we believe WildWay 
is so special, the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation will 
hold a conservation easement that will protect this land 
in perpetuity. It is, indeed, all good. 
 The IWC was born thanks to the generosity and 
foresight of many committed, caring people, most of 
whom are still with us, and its continuous success will de-
pend on them, and on you, as well. Please find us on 
Facebook and visit http://www.iowawildlifecenter.org/ 
to learn more, to volunteer or to donate! And thank you! 
 
Marlene Ehresman is Co-Founder and Executive Director 
of the Iowa Wildlife Center, a 501c3 non-profit organi-
zation incorporated in 2010. IWC’s mission is to rehabili-
tate native wildlife, provide wildlife assistance skills train-
ing, and provide public education about wildlife and hab-
itat stewardship.  

Orphaned when a free-roaming cat caught their mother, Eastern 
Red Bat pups await their next special meal.  
Photo by Marlene Ehresman 
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 Iowa’s Upland Research Program is embark-
ing on several new and improved research efforts in 
2014 to continue to make informed decisions on up-
land game management in the state.  Below I outline 
some of these changes and provide a brief back-
ground. 
 After nearly 50 years of conducting the annu-
al Mourning Dove Call-Count Survey (CCS) using the 
same protocol, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) is altering the protocol to allow for density 
estimates and evaluation of sampling bias.  The CCS 
was established to provide regional and national 
population indices and currently surveys nearly 
1,500 routes nationally.  We currently survey 16 
routes across Iowa each year.  The traditional survey 
is a road-based, aural survey conducted in the 
spring.  This year, we are implementing both on-road 
and off-road surveys that include a distance obser-
vation to each individual bird to allow for density 
estimates.  This new format will be conducted on 2-3 
routes and will replace (end) the old format.  
 State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) 
is an initiative under the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) continuous sign-up geared to address 
high-priority wildlife habitat objectives at both the 
state and regional level.  Iowa was allocated over 
100,000 SAFE acres to address a number of differ-
ent wildlife habitat objectives including restoring high
-quality winter and nesting cover for Ring-necked 
Pheasants, restoring grassland habitat for species of 
greatest conservation need grassland birds in south-
ern Iowa including the Greater Prairie-chicken, and 
developing habitat for Neotropical migrants.  In 
2014, Iowa will be involved in a pilot effort to moni-
tor effectiveness of pheasant SAFE acres.  Most acres 
monitored will be established in 2014 and 2015 as 
part of a 10-year program.  Similar to the previous 
CP33 (quail buffer) monitoring effort, this effort will 
monitor bird populations and vegetation parameters 
at several SAFE areas across Iowa compared to a 
reference site.  This effort is geared primarily to-
wards Ring-necked Pheasants but will also benefit 
other bird species utilizing these grassland areas. 
 An idea that has been in development for 

nearly 10 years, Iowa is fortunate to be involved with a 
new national standardized monitoring effort for North-
ern Bobwhite.  The National Bobwhite Conservation Initi-
ative (NBCI), a collaboration of 25 state fish and wild-
life agencies as well as other conservation organizations 
to restore wild populations of Northern Bobwhite, is em-
barking on a survey effort that is a first of its kind for 
this game species that’s been declining for decades.  
Each state will be establishing a Bobwhite focal area 
that will be monitored in conjunction with a reference 
site to provide insight on the habitat management and 
its impact on Bobwhite densities.  Iowa has established 
the Grand River Grasslands area as our Northern Bob-
white focal area and we will be implementing the stand-
ardized monitoring protocols in 2014.   
 As we embark on these targeted survey efforts, 
it’s interesting to look back on the focuses of conserva-
tion since the early 1900’s.  Conservation headlines in 
the 1930’s – 1950’s focused more on the landscape and 
changes thereto, a paradigm first presented by some of 
our favorite conservation heroes such as Aldo Leopold 
and J.N. “Ding” Darling.  The 1970’s – 1980’s transi-
tioned into a species-specific management paradigm, 
focusing primarily on marquis game species such as Ring
-necked Pheasant and White-tailed Deer among others.  
The 1990’s brought yet another shift to a more land-
scape perspective focusing on habitats (e.g., grasslands, 
forests, wetlands) that would ultimately benefit a multi-
tude of species.  Currently, at least in the world of up-
land game, we seem to be shifting back to focusing on 
game species as evidenced by the efforts presented in 
this article.  As my grandfather would say, “This has 
happened before.” 
 Questions about any of these efforts can be di-
rected to the Iowa Upland Game Research Program, 
Mark McInroy (mark.mcinroy@dnr.iowa.gov) or Todd 
Bogenschutz (todd.bogenschutz@dnr.iowa.gov). 
 
Mark McInroy is the Upland Research Technician for the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
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 On an early Friday morning, a small group 
of Iowa State University Fisheries and Wildlife Bi-
ology Club members loaded a fifteen passenger 
van and left Ames, Iowa, for the northern border 
of Michigan, to attend The Wildlife Society Mid-
west Student Conclave. As we drove north the scen-
ery changed, causing our excitement to build. We 
passed waterways filled with waterfowl and 
worked to identify the species through the foggy 
windows. Spotting beautiful animals is emotionally 
moving and creates a desire by our members to 
work hard to educate the public so our future chil-
dren and grandchildren can enjoy them as well. 
This excitement was especially true for many after 
seeing a Snowy Owl for the first time on a road 
sign in Wisconsin.  
 On arrival at Bay Cliff Health Camp, the 
location of the weekend activities, our education 
began. Bay Cliff, near the town of Big Bay, Michi-

gan, is located along the shore of Lake Superior. We 
were surprised to see about a foot of snow still covering 
the ground, not that it stopped us from being outside as 
much as possible. Our first night we went out in the field 
with a professor from the host school, Northern Michigan 
University. He has spent many years studying the Ameri-
can Woodcock. After setting up mist nests we waited in 
hopes of seeing one of these birds up close. With no luck 
the professor explained the bird in detail, covering its 
anatomy and behavior. He also talked about how it was 
still early in their migration because of this year’s partic-
ularly cold winter and that not a lot of them had made it 
that far north yet.  
 The next morning a small group from our club 
headed out into the woods to go birding. We enjoyed a 
beautiful sunrise over the frozen Great Lake. Then it was 
time to break into activities that we were interested in. 
The different events included electroshock fishing, wildlife 
capture methods, raptor rehabilitation, and radio telem-
etry. My morning started with the raptor rehab program. 
Our guest speaker is the owner of a new wildlife clinic, 
specifically meant for raptors. His excitement and love 
for raptors was contagious. The most powerful visual aids 
were the main features of his talk, his Peregrine Falcon 
and Red-tailed Hawk. It is one thing to learn about birds 
in need, but another to see them up close and personal. It 
is difficult to stare into the eyes of these animals and not 
feel moved to help them.  
 The wildlife capture program was the highlight of 
the weekend for our club. Everyone who participated in 
it loved it and gained a significant amount of 
knowledge. The workshop consisted of three stations. 
One of the stations covered multiple types of full-body 
traps. The traps varied in size, from those used for catch-
ing bobcats, to white-tailed deer, and up to black bears. 
Another station informed us about using foot traps and 
snares. Each of us was allowed to set coyote and wolf 
traps. The power under our feet was exciting but nerve 
racking, as we might slip and hurt our hands. The last sta-
tion was showcasing chemical immobilization using tran-
quilizer guns. The best part of this demonstration was the 

The Wildlife Society Midwest Student Conclave 2014 

ISU FWB Club at Conclave 2014. 
Back row left to right: Jacob Harmon, Mariah Morrison, Erica 
Northwick, Tyler McLaughlin, Paige Neil. 
Middle row left to right: Emily Lippert, Cheyenne Wagner, 
Carter Oliver, Maggie Curtis, Alex Pottebaum, Mitch Bara-
zowski, Tyler Knierim. 
Front row left to right: Kailey James, Kayla Cox 

Continued on page 7 



Page 6 

complex using the Iowa DNR protocol for monitor-
ing ecological conditions of shallow lakes before 
and after renovation. 
 On bird point counts, we tallied 162 spe-
cies in 2012 and 144 species in 2013. These sur-
veys detected 47 SGCN. Many rare or unusual 
species detected included White-faced Ibis, Snowy 
Egret, Swainson’s Hawk, Black-necked Stilt, Red-
necked Phalarope, Short-eared Owl, Northern 
Shrike, Bewick’s Wren, Prairie Warbler, and Yel-
low-breasted Chat. From the Integrated Water-
bird Surveys, we observed 15,516 individuals of 
42 species (17 waterfowl species and 25 other 
waterbird species) in 2012 and 9,717 individuals 
of 35 species (18 waterfowl species and 17 other 
waterbird species) in 2013. The most striking pat-
tern from the waterbird surveys was the response 
by shorebirds to the drawdown conditions in 2012. 
In that year we tallied 3,071 individuals of 12 
species of shorebirds, compared to just 921 indi-
viduals of 10 species in 2013 when habitat condi-
tions were less favorable. 
 We calculated density estimates and site 
occupancy for three SGCN species (Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Prothonotary Warbler, and Dickcissel) for 
which we had sufficient data in both years of the 
study. These species included an edge species, a 
forest species, and a grassland species to illustrate 
habitat contrasts. As expected, there were clear 
differences between years due to the opposite 
habitat conditions. Prothonotary warblers respond-
ed to the flood conditions in 2013 while dickcissels 
declined. Yellow-billed cuckoo densities were simi-
lar between years. 
 We tallied 11 species of amphibians and 
16 species of reptiles in 2012 and 10 species of 
amphibians and 15 species of reptiles in 2013. Of 
this total, four (Northern Cricket Frog, Smooth 
Softshell Turtle, Diamondback Water Snake, and 
Copperbelly Water Snake) are SGCN and were 
each detected in both years of the study. Amphibi-
an abundance in particular varied considerably 
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between the two years with large numbers found in 
2012 and much smaller numbers in 2013 due to flood-
ing and less favorable conditions.  
 To assess the waterbird response to water level 
fluctuations, we correlated waterbird numbers and di-
versity with weekly water gauge data and aquatic 
vegetation diversity. Interestingly, there were some 
clear correlations between water level and measures 
of waterbird diversity, waterbird numbers, and plant 
diversity. In 2012, we observed a greater diversity of 
birds on both the MSIM point counts and the IWMM 
waterbird counts. At both Port Louisa NWR and Lake 
Odessa WMA, waterbird diversity and numbers were 
negatively correlated with rising water levels, suggest-
ing that shallow water is more favorable for aquatic 
birds. Plant diversity was positively correlated with ris-
ing water levels, a result of favorable establishment 
conditions in summer and continued growth when cov-
ered with shallow water in late summer and early fall. 
In 2013, rising pool levels meant lower aquatic plant 
diversity, the opposite from what was found in 2012. In 

Inventory and Monitoring at Odessa Wildlife 
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Copperbelly Watersnake at Odessa Wildlife Complex 
Photo by Phil Vogrinc 
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2013 bird diversity was lower on both survey pro-
tocols, probably the result of flood conditions in 
spring and early summer. Reptile and amphibian 
diversity differed by just a single species in each 
group between the two years, but overall numbers 
varied and amphibian abundance was much lower 
in 2013. 155 plant species were recorded in 2012 
and 164 in 2013 between both the MSIM vegeta-
tion surveys and transects.  
 This inventory and monitoring project, while 
giving many expected results, allowed us to docu-
ment species present and document responses to 
water level management that had not been done 
before at this site. The information will give a great 
baseline for future monitoring and gives us clues 
about differences in the types of drawdowns and 
flood responses. In addition, this project may pro-
vide a standardized inventory and monitoring pro-
tocol that can be used by other National Wildlife 
Refuges or EMP projects for answering questions 
related to water-level management or for gather-
ing baseline inventory information. Using existing 
protocols to meet our inventory and monitoring ob-
jectives made the project much easier to intiate, 
carry out, and continue into the future for standard-
ized monitoring. The data can also be used by the 
DNR’s MSIM program as part of assessing 
statewide trends. Many thanks to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers for funding.  
  
Cathy Henry is Refuge Manager for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service at Port Louisa National Wildlife 
Refuge 
 
Stephen J. Dinsmore is Associate Professor in the 
Dept. of Natural Resource Ecology and Management 
at Iowa State University 

hands on experience. All of our faces lit up as we held 
and shot darts into targets. The Michigan DNR specialists 
conducting the programs were very knowledgeable and 
passionate about their work and the instruments of their 
trade.  
 The afternoon consisted of lectures about topics 
locally and abroad led by local professors and wildlife 
professionals. Speakers discussed moose and wolf man-
agement in the Upper Peninsula and also wolves in Swe-
den. The other topics included wilderness first aid, wom-
en in science, and utilizing citizen scientists. Although 
these lectures were not hands on, they were still very ed-
ucational and much was gained from them by the whole 
group.  
 Two competitions, field technique skills challenge 
and Quiz Bowl were also held. Iowa State University 
was represented in both of the contests. The Quiz Bowl 
competition ended up with Iowa State University being 
victorious after a multi-round competition. We were very 
proud of the individuals that represented us in both com-
petitions. They showed great sportsmanship to other 
teams, and that Iowa State University is teaching its stu-
dents well. 
 After hundreds of miles and hours in the field, the 
same group of students who were so enthused to see any 
wildlife at all was even more excited after everything 
we had learned. We were able to meet other students 
who were equally excited about wildlife and the out-
doors. We were also able to network with professionals 
in their respective fields. After these encounters we are 
all eager to put what we have learned into practice. 
Our club was very grateful to have received funding 
from the Iowa Chapter of The Wildlife Society and Iowa 
State University’s Natural Resource Ecology and Man-
agement department. This trip was an opportunity for all 
of us to experience new things, make new friends, and to 
point us to a future career working with wildlife.  
 
Carter Oliver is a senior at Iowa State University majoring 
in Animal Ecology and Forestry with a focus in Interpreta-
tion 
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 Despite the impending blizzard, nearly 150 
wildlife professionals from nine different agencies 
showed up at the Quality Inn and Suites in Ames, Io-
wa on February 19 for the 2014 Winter Meeting of 
the Iowa Chapter of The Wildlife Society.  Packed 
with interesting and informative presentations and 
ample opportunities for networking and socializing, 
the meeting was a great time! 
 The program started on Wednesday morning 
with an introduction and welcome by President Terry 
Haindfield.  The program, which continued through 
Thursday afternoon, contained several interesting 
presentations ranging from unique Iowa prairies and 
prairie butterflies (presented by Stephanie Shep-
herd, Iowa DNR) and recovering Iowa’s Pleistocene 
Snail (presented by Lisa Maas, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service) to restoring Iowa’s shallow lake habitats 
(presented by Mike Shannon, Ducks Unlimited) among 
many others.  All presenters did a great job and I 
personally left the meeting knowing much more about 
Iowa’s wildlife and their habitats.  The program con-
cluded with a clap of thunder (yes, thunder in Febru-
ary) on Thursday just before lunch as attendees 
scrambled to return home before the snow began. 
 It was a great treat to have Dr. Mike Eichholz, 
Avian and Wetland Ecologist and Associate Professor 

of Zoology at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 
as our guest and keynote speaker.  Mike’s research in 
avian and wetland ecology is far-reaching and has ad-
vanced our knowledge of these topics to better manage 
wetlands and waterfowl populations.  On Wednesday 
evening, Mike presented to us the idea of commercial 
harvest for controlling ever-expanding wildlife popula-
tions with the Lesser Snow Goose as an example.  As we 
all know, the mid-continent population of this species has 
been greatly expanding over the last 20 years despite 
liberalized harvest regulations, thus destroying the 
breeding habitat in the arctic.  Commercial harvest may 
potentially be the next best option for curbing the in-
crease of this species but goes against our founding 
principles as wildlife professionals outlined in the North 
American Model of Wildlife Conservation.  Is it a good 
idea?  I will let you decide.  Mike did a great job of 
presenting the idea from a social, economic, and scien-
tific perspective and stimulated some great discussion. 
 On Wednesday evening during the social, nine 
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AnnMarie Krmpotich presents the value of sediment  removal 
from prairie wetlands. 
Photo by Tyler Harms 

Iowa DNR AmeriCorps Member Andrew Huck receives his award 
from Iowa TWS President Terry Haindfield and Awards Committee 
Chair Bill Clark. 
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students presented posters on independent research 
projects to meeting attendees.  This event was orga-
nized to provide networking opportunities for stu-
dents as well as highlight some of the great wildlife 
research conducted in Iowa and other places.  Topics 
ranged from lichen biodiversity in southeast Iowa 
(presented by Amy Podaril, Iowa State University) to 
the possible disappearance of Red-backed Voles in 
Winnebago County, Iowa (presented by Andrew 
Hudson, Waldorf College).  The students did a fan-
tastic job presenting and, after speaking with most of 
them, greatly enjoyed the experience.  In addition, 
each student who presented either a poster or an 
oral presentation received a free, one-year member-
ship to the Iowa Chapter of The Wildlife Society. 
 Four deserving individuals received awards 
from the Iowa Chapter of The Wildlife Society on 
Wednesday evening during the banquet.  Bruce 
Ehresman, Avian Biologist for the Iowa DNR and Guy 
Zenner, retired Waterfowl Biologist for the Iowa 
DNR, received the Iowa TWS Hall of Fame award 
for their tremendous contributions to wildlife conser-
vation in Iowa.  Andrew Huck, AmeriCorps Member 
for the Iowa DNR, and Dr. Dale Garner, Iowa DNR 
Wildlife Bureau Chief, received the Iowa TWS 
Award of Merit for their actions to benefit wildlife 
conservation in Iowa.  A big congratulations to these 

folks and thank you for your passion and hard work to 
conserve Iowa’s wildlife for future generations. 

 So, who said wildlife professionals can’t have 

fun?  I think this meeting would prove otherwise!  I want 

to thank all those who braved the Iowa weather to at-

tend.  I would also like to thank Terry Haindfield, 

AnnMarie Krmpotich, Stephanie Shepherd, Travis Russell, 

and Curt Kemmerer for their huge assistance with plan-

ning the meeting.  And, the meeting would not have 

been possible without the tremendous help, great facili-

ty, and excellent food provided by Cathy Anderson and 

staff at the Quality Inn and Suites in Ames.  We look 

forward to next year’s Winter Meeting!    

Tyler Harms is President-elect of the Iowa Chapter of The 

Wildlife Society and Assistant Scientist II in the Center for 

Survey Statistics and Methodology at Iowa State Universi-

ty. 

Page 9 

“Who Said Wildlife Professionals Can’t Have Fun?” (CON’D FROM PAGE 8)  

Dr. Mike Eichholz presents on the feasibility of commercial har-
vest of Lesser Snow Geese to banquet attendees on Wednes-
day evening. 
Photo by Tyler Harms 

Jared Elbert and Eric Sytsma of Pheasants Forever, Inc. present on 
Pheasant’s Forever’s “Enhance a WMA” initiative in Iowa. 
Photo by Tyler Harms 



UPCOMING EVENTS:      

  Allamakee County Conservation Board/Iowa DNR Falcon River Trip, 2-3 May, 2014. 
  Harper’s Ferry, Iowa Community Center and Nobles Island. 
  For more information, contact Pat Schlarbaum (pat.schlarbaum@dnr.iowa.gov) 
 Iowa Ornithologists’ Union/Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Joint Meeting, 16-18 May, 2014.   
  Fontenelle Forest Nature Center, Bellevue, Nebraska.   
  For information, visit http://www.iowabirds.org/Meetings/NestMeeting.aspx 
 Loess Hills Prairie Seminar, 30 May-1June, 2014.  Loess Hills Wildlife Area, Castana, Iowa. 
  For information, visit http://http://www.nwaea.k12.ia.us/en/programs_and_services/

loess_hills_prairie_seminar/ 
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Mike Shannon with Ducks Unlimited presenting at the Iowa Wildlife Society Winter 
Meeting held in Ames on 19-20 February 2014. 
Photo by Tyler Harms 

Like us on Facebook! 
The Wildlife Society Iowa 

Visit us on the web! 
www.iowatws.org 

Have an idea for an article for Wildlife Sightings?  Contact the Editor today! 


